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point of view, already confirmed by a council1, to the notice of the
bishop of Rome, they received from Stephen an unexpectedly
sharp reply2, and laid themselves open to the reproach, un-
warranted though it was, of having introduced an innovation that
was in conflict with tradition. Their protest had no effect upon
Stephen's attitude; on the contrary, he proceeded to demand that
all the churches should recognize the Roman practice, which could
be traced back to the tradition of Peter. The primacy conferred
upon Peter by Christ Himself involved as its necessary consequence
the subordination of all churches to the Petrine tradition, which
was guarded by Peter's successor3.
The churches of the East, in which the anti-Roman feeling of
the Novatianist conflict was still stirring, vehemently repudiated
Stephen's arrogant claim, and their spokesman was Firmilian
of Caesarea in Cappadocia, who wrote a sharp letter main-
taining the apostolic tradition of the Eastern churches against
the Roman thesis4. Cyprian, in confirmation of his point of
view, could point to his doctrine of the Church, already fully
developed some years before, which stressed the idea of unity in
the strongest terms. But this unity was based upon the unity and
equality of all bishops, all of whom alike were to be regarded as
the successors of the apostles. When Christ declared the apostle
Peter to be the foundation-stone of the Church, He intended the
prominence thus given to the first apostle as a symbol of unity,
and did not intend to confer on Peter or his successors any legal
pre-eminence5. In face of the attitude of Stephen, the Africans
were provoked into using Tertullian's ironical formula * bishop of
bishops,' a conception they entirely rejected.
This conflict over heretical baptism, like that over the question
of Easter in earlier days, ended in the rejection of the Roman
claims, Stephen died a martyr's death on 2 August 256, and
Cyprian followed him on 14 September 2586. The dispute over
heretical baptism lost its acuteness and was forgotten. Forgotten
too in the storms of the period were the Roman claims to primacy.
But the bishops of Rome preserved them faithfully, and awaited
the time that would allow them to revive them once more with
greater prospect of success.
1 Cyprian, Epp. 70, 72. Cf. Sententiae Episcoporum Lxxxru de Haer.
Bapt.y the minutes of the later Council of A.D. 256. 2 Cyprian, Ep. 74.
3  Cyprian, Epp. 71, 3; 74, 15 75* i?- Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. vn, 5, 4-9.
4  Cyprian, Ep, 75.
5  Cyprian, de catholicae Ecdesiae Unitate; Epp. 45, 3 (Hartel, p. 602,
18-19)5 55, 24 (p. 642, 12-15).         e Cyprian, Ep.Sii Ada Cypriam.